
      
 

  
 

   
 

           
         

           
            

          
             

          
           

              
            

         
            

             
         

         
         

         
            

             
          

            
            

          
  



    

           
 

          
           

             
             

             
          

             
             

           
             

           

               
            

             
              

                
             

   
               

             
             

              
           

               
              

               
           

              
                

              
                

              
               

             
             

               
              

              
             

              
                 
               

                
                

              
              

            
                 
        

 



   

        
           

          
              

       
          
           

             

            
         

          
          

             
      

          
                

        
           

          
              

         
           

              
        

           
           

           
           

          
 

         
            
            

          
           

            
             

           

                  
              
             
                

      

 



    

            
            
         

            
          

          
            
            

            
           

             
            

          
           
          

       

             
           
           

             
            

             
           

          
          

           
          

             
             

            
          
               

           
               

             
              

         
                     

   
              

            
            
        

             
    

 



   

           
            

           
           

    
          

            
            

         

           
       

        
         

          
            

            
          

           
             

           
          

  
             

            

            
            

           
            

          
        

      
             

         
            

              
           

           
         

             
            

     

    

 



    

              
              

             
              

           
            

             
            

          
            
            

            
            

    
        

          

           
          

         
           

            
            

               
          

            
         

         

          
          

             

 
             

            

           
           

                 
               

               
              
              

         
    

              
              

                
           

 



   

          

           

               
           

              
          

           
           

          
          

             
     

    

           
               

          

                      
            

              
               

               
             

               
               

                
              

             
           

           
              
               
              

               
             

             
              

              
                   

                   
                 
            

             
              
           
              

                  
            

             
             
               

 



    

           
             

             
               

         
           

             
              

           

         
            

           
           

         
           

             
            

              
            

         
        

         
        

         
             

          
           

             
           

           
         

           
           

             

           
             
             
            

              
               
         

               
               
  

 



   

             
           

             
             

        
         

              
              

            
            

          
    

              
         
             

              
             

        
             

           
             

           

         
        

            

            
             

           
               

             
              
               

                
              

                
            

               
                 

             
               

                
            

              
                

              
               

       

 



    

           
            

              
           

               
           

               
              

            
            

            
           

         
             
          

           
               

          
            

           
             

       
            
               

          

           
           

          

        

             

            
         

          
            
           

           
                

            
    

          

 



   

           
            

             
            
        

            
         

        
             

          
               
             

           

          
           

         
              

           
            

         
           

             
         
  

           
              
          

         
           

            
           

           
                
            

           

                
           
          

        
      
               

            
              

                

 



    

          
            

         
             

           
             

              
             
            
           

     
             

            
                

           
                

               
          

               
              

             
                 
            

          

            
             

          
            
              

               

              

           
            

           
               
             

             
         

               
            

                
  
                 

     

 



   

           
               

              

           
          

             
             

                
              

             
           

             
          

              
               
          

            
               

            
            

          
            

            
           
           

               
            

          
             
             

            
            

              
              

          

              
     
   
   
              

           
              
             
      

 



    

             
          

          
          

              
             
          
             

           
           

              
               

            
          

           
           

               
            
               

              
            
           

           
            

              
          

           
   

  

             
             
          
           

          
          

             
           

             
              

             
        

 



   

          
           

             
            

             
               

           
      

              
           

           
         

             
            

               
             

            
           
            

        
           

           
            

          
          

              
            

           
           

           
           

           
           
               

          
            

            

        
    
               

        
         

             
      

 



    

          
            

          
            

          
              

            
          
           

          
        

 
            

             
         

             
            

            
           

            
             

              
               

             
               

             
            
              

         
            

           
           

            
           

            
         
            

           

                
                

             
    
             

 



   

            

      
           

             
           

             
          
                  

         
         

  
             

            

             
              

         
             

              

           
             

             
             

            
             

             
              

               
             

            
            

           

                
             

           
           

                
          

                
                

                 
                
               

              
             
        

         

 



    

           
          

             
             

              
              

            
             

            
          

            
    

                
              

            
              

           
        

             
            

             
              

            
           

               
           
           

        
            

          
          

             
           
           

     
          

             
           

            
          

              
          

        

 



   

           

          
          

         
           

            
               

            
           
          
             

  
          

          
           

           
            

            
                 

           
               

              
          

         
             

          
          
           

            
         

         
    

           
         

           
             

            
       

      
               

   
              

             
   

 



    

          
          
               

            
                

            
               
               

           
         

          
            

            
             

    
           

              
           

             
           

               
             

           
          

          
          

              
             

              
             

          
          
     
           

               
          

        

      
         
               

                
                

             

 



   

          
          

          
         

             
            

           
           
            

            
 

             
        

         

         
            
            

          
          

           
          

           
       

           
           
              
           
         

             
             

           
             
              

           
               

              
             

                 
              
            
  

     

 



    

        

  

               
            
           

              
         

             
              

             
          

          
           

            
              

            
          

            
           

           
              
            

    
           

           

            
            

          
             
            

           

          
            

        
         

          
         

             
               

              
             

              
              
            

 



   

           
            
             

           

           
               

            
         

         
            

         
           
           

           
  

            
           

                 
              

               
                 

                
              
           

               
             

             
            

           
             

               
                 

                
                 

                   
                   

               
               

                 
                   

               
                

             
            

                
                

                 
               

             
                  

                 
    

 



    

            
            

              
           

              
            

           
           

           
             

             
             

          
            

           
             

             

                 
              

                
               

                
                
                  

                  
               

                   
               

               
             

             
  

                
            

          
            

            
             

                
                
                 
                  

                
                 

              
             

              
                 

               
            

 



   

            

           
             

           
             

          
       

            
              

            
           

           
            

          
            

              
             

          
              

              
              
           
           

             
               

           
       

             
             

           
              

           
            

          
           

         
         

            
           

           

          
              
   

 



    

            
          
           

            
            

           
                

             
               

          
           
           

          
         
            

            
        

    

        
      

               
                

      

           
          

             
               

            
             

          
        

          
          

           
         

   
   
          

             
               

 



   

     

       

        
         

  
        

     
       

           
           
           

         

              
           
             

           
            

             
              
              

          
         

           
               

            

            

             
           

              
            

             
              

    
              

       
               

             
                

             
             
            

              
               

 



    

           
  

            
             

   
          

         
            

               
          

            
          

         

        

               
           

           
            

         
         

          
           

          
          

         
            

            
            

           
          

            

          
            
           

            
              

          

         
            

          
            

           

 



   

            
          

               
          
             

               
            

              
             

           
         

            
          
             

           
           

             
          

              
 

            
            

         
           

        
            

               
            

         
            

          
             

           
             
            

          
                

            

          
      
           
    

 



    

          
        

             

          
             

          

           
         

             

         
            

            
             

         
          

            
          

            
              

         
          

          
             

            
          

          
              

         

            
            

           
            

             
          

              
             

              
                

                
                 

                
                

                  
                 

               
      

 



History of Religions 

I must leave aside for the present.69 Here we have come to understand what 

three-quarters of the donors at a fifth-century monastic site, the Ajanta 
caves, meant when they used the term Sakyabhiksu in their inscriptions. 

The epigraphic use of Sakyabhiksu filled an ideological gap opened by 
Mahayana literature's imaginative transformation of the commonplace 
structures of Indian kinship into a sociospiritual polemic. This Mahayanist 
rhetoric challenged India's bodhisattvas to act as true sons of the Sakya, to 
realize his aims, and to preserve his lineage through rituals of compassion. 
At Ajanta this rhetoric translated into an iconography that showed Rahula 
as simultaneously Sakyamuni's son and Dipafikara's grandson. The rela- 
tionship that made Rahula a Sakya also revealed him to be a bodhisattva. 
The Sakyabhiksus inverted this chain of associations: as bodhisattvas- 
Sakyamuni's aurasa sons in the spiritual realm-they named themselves 
Sakya-Sakyamuni's sons in the social realm. In one way of configuring 
this transformation, Ajanta's Sakyabhiksus were Rahula's pratibimbas, in 
another way, his brothers. 

University of California, San Diego 

69 I turn to these questions in a companion essay, tentatively entitled "Lineage as Attain- 
ment in the Formation of a Mahayana Social Identity." 

31 




